Stormwater-Friendly

Lawns and Gardens
Without reatment, stormwater
that runs from the land inlo our
walenvays can be unhealthy fop
people and bad for the environ-
ment, Runoff can carny chemicals,
metcils, bacteriq, viruses, orgonic
compounds, and ofher palluiants
directly into creeks, |akes, nivers,
and sireams. Runoeff can olso
CaLse sevarg ero-

when the smount of rain fe

jfity

'%fllng exceeds the fand's ab

maintaining o healtay lawn or
gardan ecosystem. if one Is pos-
ing a problem, identify ihe exacl
ipest and research the non-
chamical alternative. Pesticides
shiould be o last resart,

Lawn-care steps not only help o
protect local streams and rvers
but also result in cost savings for
homeowners. Seling vour mower
helght to 3 inches

sion and flooding
— @ven dunng a
typical Pennsyl
vanig storm,

to your garedent ane fmear, will fave a

Whal can we do?
Homeowners can
take steps to help
wilh the effort by
raking sure their
gardens and lawns are
“stormwater-fiendly,”

Gardens can contibute consider-
ohle nuidents and other pollutants
to watenways if not cared for re-
sponsibly, Instead of using chemi-
cal fertllizers, give orgonic altema-
fives, such as compaost and ima-
nure a iry.

Insects are harmless to people
and play an Impaortant role In

In the fong run fittle actions, swch os

taddng u stormualor-fiendly approseh

By pact as all of them work tagether

do profect o wiater’s qualiiy,

or higher stows rnun-
off and produces o
cdeeper and denser
raot system, which
" absors more wa-
ter and prevents
ergsion. Keep ine
argss clippings and
chopped leaves,
they decompose
quickly providing
important nutrents for your lkawn,

Do you rgally need te fertilize your
lawn? If your jawn is thin or has
pare spots, you may not have o
choice since a dense, vegetated
coveris the most stormweter-
fiendly lawn. There are no one-
size-fifs-all guidelines when it
comes to ferillizer bacauss of soll
texture and pH and nutrient levels,
Identifying your lawn's needs firs?

ta absorb i, the resultIs s
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tormwater runoff.

will reduce unnecessary applico-
tions, create o healthier lawn
faster, and reduce your long-temm
costs. If feriiizer is needed, moxi-
mize the benealits of slow-releasa
nitragien, fyplcolly called "water
insoluble nifregen” or WIN, and
minimlze the number of chemical
opplications. Another fip; Horma-
owners should woit until the grass
bedgins growing in March to feril-
ize and then stap fedilizing after
Qcleber,

Do not ferdilize or use pesticldes
within 15 to 20 feet of o sfream. If
yau live near a skream, consider
establishing a natural riperian
puffer thers ihstead. When you're
dona dpplying lerliizer, immedi-
diely sweep any grarndiated
chemicals off hare surfaces.

To leom rmore about a notural
fipartan buffars, visit
weerw stcimwalerolicmcelathebay.arg
and click on “Struciural BMPs."

Wate: Information caurtesy of
- Storm-waterPA and the Allfance for
the Chesapeake Bay.




